Course Assignments:
"In the News": Each week, 1-2 members of the class will be scheduled to bring in a newspaper article related to the field of education. Students will have approximately 5 minutes to tell the class the main points of the article and to suggest what they see as the policy implications. Please note: This is not an official presentation per se (no handouts are necessary) but instead an informal discussion of where and how we see policy issues emerge. However, a presenting student should have read and considered the policy implications of his/her article prior to coming to class. The rest of the class should be prepared to engage in each week's discussions. [3 points] Homework assignments: Throughout the semester, students will complete several short assignments. Expectations for these assignments will be provided in class prior to each assigned date. Students will discuss the information they have located for each assignment in class on the due date. [points vary; 12 points total] Article Summaries: Twice during the semester, students will complete a written summary of a newspaper article about an educational issue of their choosing. Summaries should be 1-2 pages long and include both the main points of the article and the policy implications. [4 points each = 8 points total] Policy Paper: Throughout the semester, students will be exposed to examples of policy writing from various sources (newspapers, interest groups, politicians, etc.). In this assignment, students will write a policy brief/advocacy paper on a topic of their own choosing, using President Obama as their intended audience. Students should demonstrate their knowledge of their chosen topic, as well as the understanding they have developed of effective policy writing. Additional assignment information/expectations will be given later in the semester. [15 points] School Board Summary: Students will attend and summarize a local school board meeting. The summary should be 3-5 pages long, and an original copy of the meeting's agenda must be included. [10 points] Quizzes: Students will have two short quizzes during the semester. Each will include material covered in the textbook, class discussions, and homework assignments since the previous quiz or examination. [6 points each = 12 points total] Midterm Examination: The midterm examination will include material covered in the textbook, class discussions, and homework assignments from the beginning of semester to the date of the exam (including material covered on the previous quiz). Students will have an in-class review activity the week before the midterm. [15 points] Final Examination: The final examination will include information covered in the textbook, class discussions, and homework assignments over the course of the semester. Students will have an in-class review activity the week before the final. 
Evaluation Criteria and Grading
An evaluation rubric for this class is attached (page 7). All assignments are considered performance-based and are evaluated based on this rubric. 
TOTAL 100%
Nature of the Course: Lecture and class discussion.
Extra credit policy:
At selected times during the semester, there may be opportunities for small amounts of extra credit to be added to a student's overall point total. These opportunities are at the discretion of the instructor, and students must be present and participating to receive them. Alternate opportunities for students who miss the activity will not be offered.
Important Information for all students
The College of Education and Human Development expects all students to abide by the following:
Students must adhere to the guidelines of the 
